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LETYOUCRAFT | CHRISTMAS KNITS

08 Christmas Elf Booties
Infant knitted booties with decorative elf details

DIGITAL KNITTING PATTERN ONLY - NO PHYSICAL GARMENT SHIPPED

Calculated design targets. No physical prototype or test knitting has been completed.

Included sizes: 0-3, 3-6 and 6-12 months
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Project overview, size and materials
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Christmas Elf Booties | Intermediate | 0-3 / 3-6 / 6-12 months | sewn curved toe

DIGITAL DOWNLOAD ONLY. No prototype or physical test knitting was performed. Dimensions, yarn use and fit are
calculated targets; confirm blocked swatch and safety before use.

Recommended yarn

Soft DK baby yarn: ivory-white cuffs, SCARLET RED ankle/instep/upper foot and FOREST GREEN outsole,
collar points and decorative curled toes. Estimate 80 / 105 / 130 m total per pair. OPTIONAL soft GOLD
EMBROIDERY YARN for small collar dots; no detachable metal bells or beads.

Gauge and swatch

Target: 22 stockinette stitches and 30 stockinette rows / 10 cm, plus approx. 32 garter rows / 10 cm on 4 mm
(provisional). Knit at least a 15-cm swatch in the actual fabric, wash/block as yarn permits, dry fully and measure
central 10 cm. Change needle size and re-swatch if necessary.

Needles and equipment

3.5 mm and 4 mm FLAT needles; holders or waste yarn; markers, tapestry needle and fine washable
yarn-seaming thread.

Size chart — calculated targets (dimensions: cm / in)

Age Foot length* Sole target* Cuff CO Center instep

0-3 mo 8.2/3.2 8.8/3.5 27 13

3-6 mo 9.2/3.6 10.0/3.9 31 15

6-12 mo 10.4/4.1 11.3/4.4 35 17

Dimensions are design targets. The heel-fold joining arrangement is provisional and not verified by test knitting; this
item is NOT suitable for walking or unattended sleep.
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Construction schematic
Front/back views or multi-angle garment views, structural shape, recognisable motifs, and stitch-count checkpoints. Follow the counted
instructions for the actual fabric.

ILLUSTRATED DESIGN + CONSTRUCTION REFERENCE

Vector diagrams show intended design features; stitch and row counts take precedence.

Side (curved toe) Front / toe

Rear / heel

SOLE

Green sole

Cuff 27 / 31 / 35 stitches in WHITE

RED ankle + instep, GREEN outsole

Two knitted shaped GREEN panels joined per curved toe

Green sole length 8.8 / 10.0 / 11.3 cm (excluding curled toe)
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Abbreviations and techniques
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Term Definition
CO / BO Cast on / bind off.

RS / WS Right side / wrong side.

k / p Knit / purl.

k2tog Knit two stitches together; decreases one.

ssk Slip-slip-knit left-leaning decrease; decreases one.

k3tog Knit THREE stitches together as ONE; decreases TWO.

kfb Knit into front and back of one stitch; increases one.

TURN Turn work before knitting the next sole row.

Backstitch seam With wrong side outward, make secure sewn stitches through paired heel-edge loops.

Mattress seam With right sides outward, alternate selvedge bars to close vertical ankle seams.

Holder / waste yarn Keep unworked side stitches secure until pickup.

Technique and sizing notes

Gauge and all finished garment measurements are calculated design targets, not verified by a physically
knitted sample. Work the specified stitch and row counts exactly and check that construction suits your yarn
and intended wearer.
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Complete row-by-row construction
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Read each size independently. Work the shaping intervals exactly; color overlays never alter fabric stitch counts.

Stage 0-3 mo 3-6 mo 6-12 mo

Left / middle / right 7 / 13 / 7 8 / 15 / 8 9 / 17 / 9

Work two identically; keep markers and counts exact. With white and 3.5 mm CO 27 (31,35) sts. Rows
1,3,5,7,9,11 (RS): repeat (k1,p1), ending k1. Rows 2,4,6,8,10,12 (WS): repeat (p1,k1), ending p1. This produces
true 1x1 rib on the odd stitch counts. Change to SCARLET RED yarn on 4 mm needles. Work stockinette on Leg
Rows 13-26 (13-28,13-30), knitting odd-numbered rows and purling even-numbered rows.

Instep division: After Leg Row 26 (28,30), divide into 7/13/7 (8/15/8, 9/17/9) sts. Keep outside groups on
holders. Work the center 13 (15,17) active stitches in SCARLET RED garter stitch for exactly 14 (16,18) rows (knit
every row). The red instep sits above a separate GREEN outsole.

Pick up surrounding foot: with RS facing and working in red, transfer first 7 (8,9) held stitches to working
needle, pick up 7 (8,9) new stitches evenly along the first 14 (16,18)-row instep edge (1 new stitch in each pair of
edge rows), knit the 13 (15,17) central tongue sts, pick up 7 (8,9) from the other instep edge, then knit final 7
(8,9) held sts. Total: 41 (47,53) live stitches. Use a new yarn strand if needed to start on the first held group while
maintaining RS orientation.

Foot sidewall: knit every stitch on every row for 8 (10,12) garter rows, in red. Mark 14 (16,18) sts at each side
and center 13 (15,17) sts across the instep; total still 41 (47,53). The two side groups will now be consumed to
create the sole.

GREEN turned garter sole: Change to FOREST GREEN before Sole Row 1. Row 1 (RS): knit 14 (16, 18) left side
stitches, then knit 12 (14, 16) center stitches; k2tog across last center stitch and next right side stitch; TURN. Row
2 (WS): knit 12 (14, 16) center stitches, then k2tog across last center stitch and the next left side stitch; TURN.
Work Sole Rows 1 and 2 once, then REPEAT this two-row pair 13 (15, 17) MORE TIMES, giving exactly 14 (16, 18)
pairs and 28 (32, 36) GREEN sole rows in total. One side stitch is consumed on EVERY sole row: all 14 (16, 18)
stitches on EACH side are used; 13 (15, 17) central stitches remain. Bind off all these center stitches in green.
Check the resulting heel-edge geometry before assembling.

Close heel and sole - provisional folded construction: With WRONG SIDE outward, fold the 13 (15, 17)-stitch
BOUND-OFF sole edge in half at its single center stitch. Pair six (seven, eight) stitches on EACH side of that center.
Use a firm but supple backstitch to seam the paired halves, creating the back-of-sole fold; enclose the center
stitch in the junction without leaving a gap. Then seam the two vertical back-ankle edges DOWNWARD from the
white cuff until they meet the new folded heel closure. Join the junction securely, weave ends and turn right side
out. IMPORTANT: the folded-edge heel geometry has NOT been validated by knitting or full 3-D construction
testing; inspect how it joins the actual turned sole before use. Do NOT attempt to sew this sole edge to a
nonexistent separate horizontal heel edge.

Elf collar points, four per bootie: with green CO 7 sts each. Row 1 knit; Row 2 knit; Row 3 k2tog, k3, ssk = 5
sts; Row 4 knit; Row 5 k2tog, k1, ssk = 3; Row 6 knit; Row 7 k3tog = 1; Row 8 BO remaining st. Sew four points
around the red/white cuff seam, spaced evenly. Embroider tiny gold yarn dots on their tips if desired; do not
attach bells.

SHAPED CURLED ELF TOE (decorative): Make TWO identical FOREST GREEN shaped panels per bootie. Cast
on 11 (13, 15) stitches and knit Rows 1-4. On RS decrease rows WHILE SEVEN OR MORE STITCHES remain, work
K1, ssk, knit to final three stitches, k2tog, K1; this reduces two stitches. For size 0-3 months use this two-stitch
decrease on Rows 5,7,9; for size 3-6 months use Rows 5,7,9,11; for size 6-12 months use Rows 5,7,9,11,13. On
FINAL decrease Row 11 (13, 15), when EXACTLY FIVE stitches remain, work K1, k3tog, K1 = THREE stitches. Knit
all even-numbered rows without shaping and continue plain to Row 17 (19, 21), then bind off three stitches. With
WS outward, seam both tapered panel sides together, and seam the matching three-stitch bind-off TIP edges
closed; leave only the 11 (13, 15)-stitch cast-on BASE unjoined. Turn right side out; sew the entire base at the
front GREEN sole / RED toe junction, and tack the tip UP AND BACK to its own upper surface securely. No stuffing
or detachable ornaments. Check protrusions and seams: decorative component is digitally designed but NOT
test-knitted or evaluated for infant safety.
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Counted decorations and placement

Curled elf toe: row/stitch checkpoint table

Toe panel stage 0-3 months 3-6 months 6-12 months

Cast on, each of TWO panels 11 sts 13 sts 15 sts

RS decrease rows 5,7,9,11 5,7,9,11,13 5,7,9,11,13,15

Stitches after last decrease 3 sts 3 sts 3 sts

Final knitted panel row 17 19 21

Attach open cast-on base 11 sts 13 sts 15 sts

Construction map: with WRONG SIDES facing outward, join the two green tapered toe panels along BOTH shaped long

side edges. Seam the matching THREE-STITCH bound-off tip edges together fully to close the narrow point. ONLY the

11 (13, 15)-st CAST-ON base opening remains unjoined. Turn right side out, attach the whole open base to the RED

forefoot immediately above the GREEN sole, and curve the closed tip upward/back, securing the bend with closely

spaced invisible yarn tacks. The green sole and its final 13 (15, 17) bound-off stitches remain unchanged. Check finished

attachment security and snagging; this decorative toe is untested and not intended for walking or unsupervised sleep.

This construction table counts the stitches and shaping rows of the separate GREEN curved-toe panels. It is NOT a duplicate-stitch

chart. Each bootie needs two identical panels; check the final five-stitch decrease uses K1, k3tog, K1 to reach three stitches on the

final shaping row.
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Assembly, finishing and blocking
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Weave each yarn end into the WS for at least 5 cm (2 in), reverse direction, and trim only when secure.
Keep finishing tension smooth and avoid scratchy knots.

For mattress stitch, align corresponding edge rows with right sides outward. Using a blunt needle,
alternate under horizontal bars between first and second stitches of paired edges. Pull every 2-3 cm
without gathering. Match length markers or quarter points before joining.

Blocking: soak only if fiber label permits, press water out in a towel, shape to the target measurements
without aggressive stretching, and dry completely flat. A swatch establishes how your yarn responds;
blocking cannot reliably correct significant gauge errors.

Care: Hand wash with baby-safe detergent and dry flat; these are decorative non-slipless booties, not
outdoor walking footwear.

Heel and seaming: The provisional sole closure folds the 13 (15, 17) bound-off GREEN sole stitches at
their CENTER stitch; use WS-out backstitch to join six (seven, eight) paired stitches on each half, then
connect the vertical ankle-back seam to the heel junction. Do NOT seam the sole to an imaginary lower
horizontal back-heel edge. For OTHER seams worked with right sides facing outward, use the
mattress-stitch method described above. Verify both heels are symmetric before attaching curved elf toes;
the heel geometry is not physically validated. Ensure the red ankle and instep, white cuff, green outsole
and all green toe components lie correctly. Avoid hard or detachable ornaments.

Final customer checklist

[ ] Confirm two identical sole lengths and cuff heights. [ ] Check the white rib alternates correctly on odd
and even rows. [ ] Make sure the center tongue and both instep pickups match the size table. [ ] Check no
side stitches remain after the short-row sole. [ ] Inspect both heel seams for holes or bulky knots. [ ]
Securely sew green shaped toe components and collar points or omit risky attachments. [ ] Use no
detachable bells, beads or hard ornaments. [ ] Check the wearer foot measurement and baby-yarn care
label.

Troubleshooting

Issue Solution

Gauge differs Use a larger needle for too many stitches per 10 cm; smaller for too few. Re-swatch in the
specified fabric.

Stitch count off Count at each listed increase/decrease checkpoint; undo to the last correct row before
continuing.

Instep holes Pick up one stitch at every two rows of the red instep; close small gaps with duplicate stitch.

Sole uneven Work the center section across exactly 28/32/36 turns, alternating side decreases.

Cuff too snug Check the 1x1 rib sequence on RS vs WS; use a stretchy cast-on.

Finished size incorrect Compare gauge and completed row/st counts to chart; assess blocking swatch
before adjusting.

Customer notes

These are calculated design targets, not test-knitted measurements. Compare your blocked gauge,
intended ease, finished garment size and decorations against wearer needs before use.



